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Obama promises to ensure ‘justice is done’ in Michael Brown shooting

By NICK CAREY and
JAMES B. KELLEHER

FERGUSON, Mo. — The fatal
shooting of an unarmed Black
teenager in Ferguson, Missouri, on
Saturday, and subsequent violent
protests, highlight a stubborn racial
divide in a St Louis suburb that has
struggled to build healthy relations
between Blacks and whites.

From the 1970s, Ferguson, pop.
21,000, changed from being over-
whelmingly white to predominantly
Black as whites left the town and its
surrounding areas, seeking to avoid
racial integration of public schools.

African Americans, allegedly
excluded from buying homes in many
St. Louis neighborhoods in an illegal
practice called redlining, found Fer-
guson a hospitable place to set down
roots. 

“Most of the communities around
Ferguson have gone from all Cau-
casian to all African American over a
40-year period,” said Terry Jones, a
political science professor at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis. Fergu-
son, on St. Louis’ northern border, is
relatively mixed, with 63 percent of
the residents African American and
34 percent white, according to 2010
U.S. Census data.

To some Ferguson residents, the
shooting death of Michael Brown, 18,
symbolizes how African Americans
are treated unfairly in a town still run
by a Caucasian minority.

Mayor James Knowles is white, as
are all but one of six city council
members. The police chief is white,
and only three members of the 53-per-
son police force are African Ameri-
cans. A 2013 state attorney general’s
report found more than 85 percent of
motorists pulled over in the city are
African American, and the arrest rate
among Blacks is twice the rate among
white residents.

For the broader St. Louis area, the
Ferguson disturbances represent
another troubled chapter for a metro-
politan area with a painful track
record on race.

Before the Civil War, a federal
judge in downtown St. Louis sent for-

mer slave Dred Scott back into slav-
ery, a decision later upheld by the U.S.
Supreme Court. In 1917, racial riots
across the Mississippi River in East
St. Louis were among the most dead-
ly in U.S. history. And in the 1970s,
St. Louis experienced tense court bat-
tles over school desegregation.

Today, St. Louis remains one of the
most racially segregated cities in the
United States, according to a study of
Census Data by researchers at Brown
University and Florida State Universi-
ty.    

Jones, of the University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis, says Ferguson until
now had the reputation of a suburb
that made integration work.

A revitalization of Ferguson’s
downtown, directed by a newly hired
city planning director, has brought
new restaurants and shops into the
once-drowsy neighborhood. The city
has worked with local employers,
including Emerson Electric and the
University of Missouri, to encourage
employees of all races to live and work
in Ferguson.

“It’s a bit of an irony that the one
municipality that made that effort has
suffered the biggest conflict,” Jones
said.

John Gaskin III, a member of the
St. Louis County NAACP board of
directors, said the group was out-
raged by Brown’s killing, but said the
issues were hardly unique to Fergu-
son or St. Louis. He cited the case of
Eric Garner, a 43-year-old unarmed

Black man who died after New York
police put him in a banned chokehold.

“Police brutality takes place in
every state, all over the country, every
day,” Gaskin said. “A big part of the
problem is that our police depart-
ments don’t look like our communi-
ties.”

Protestors who stormed the streets
of Ferguson in the aftermath of the

Brown shooting said race was at the
root of Ferguson’s troubles.

Mary Hall, 57, said police stop her
car frequently as she drives through
Ferguson. “You can’t drive anywhere
without being stopped,” Hall said.

At a protest outside a burned-out
gas station in Ferguson, 92-year-old
L.T. Taylor put the events into per-
spective. “I been here a long time and
I had hoped we could move past this
in America,” he said. “But some
things don’t change.”

Some protestors put their emotions
into writing. “Beware, Killer Cop on
the Loose. Watch Out, Children,” read
a hand-painted placard leaning
against a stately tree.

Others wrote messages trying to
urge calm. Jerome Williams, 32, car-
ried a sign reading, “Guns down for
Mike Brown.”

Police said Brown was shot in a
struggle with a gun in the Ferguson
Police Department squad car, but they
have not said why Brown was in the
car. At least one shot was fired during
the struggle, and the officer fired
more shots before leaving the car,
police said.

A Queens man has been accused of
posting for-rent ads on Craiglist for
properties he didn’t own — and then
renting them out to unwitting “ten-
ants.”

Terrence Hill was charged with
grand larceny and burglary after his
arrest Wednesday.

Authorities allege he collected more
than $5,000 in payments from three
renters in a scheme in which he iden-
tified empty homes on Long Island
and put them up for rent on Craiglist
even though he didn’t own them.

Hill allegedly posed as the owner of
a home on Elm Street in Valley
Stream and agreed to rent it to two
people who responded to his
Craigslist ad. Police say he allegedly
accepted a $1,600 down payment

from them last Friday. On Wednes-
day, the rightful homeowner went to
the home to do a routine check and
found the two “tenants” in the house.
The homeowner then called police.

When Hill went to the home later
Wednesday, allegedly to collect more
money from the two people who
responded to his ad, he was arrested.

A subsequent investigation
revealed Hill had allegedly rented
another unoccupied residence — this
one on Cerenzia Boulevard in Elmont
— to another Craiglist ad respondent
on Aug. 1, and collected $3,800.

It wasn’t immediately clear if Hill
had an attorney.

Anyone who thinks he or she may
have been victimized by Hill is asked
to call 516-573-6453.

A group of teenagers is meeting
the demands of a fitness program
designed to help them fight obesity.

The 25 teenagers are enrolled in
the “Exercise and Nutrition Chal-
lenge,” a six-week program designed
to help them improve their overall
health. The program is administered
by Live Light, Live Right, a Brook-
dale Hospital and community-based
alliance that serves overweight and
obese children ages 2-19.

The program has held three-days-
a-week sessions for the past six
weeks. During that time, Live Light
has partnered with bodySCULPT of
New York whose certified fitness
instructors drilled the youngsters in
various sports and exercise activi-
ties.

A chef/nutritionist was also on

hand for most days, doing food
demonstrations and teaching the
teens about healthy eating.

“The summer fitness Challenge
was an innovative way for our kids
to spend their summer with the Body
sculpt team,” said Live Light founder
and Executive Director Dr. Sarita
Dhuper. “Along with the challenge
came new friendships, improved
strength, motivation, determination
and fun. I am sure this will be setting
new standards for the participants
and their future goals.”

The program ends Friday, and on
Monday organizers hope to see posi-
tive health outcomes, including the
reduction of Body Mass Index scores,
cholesterol, blood pressure, and
insulin levels for nearly three-quar-
ters of all participants.

Teenagers fight against obesity with fitness program

By FRANK ELTMAN

NORTH BABYLON — Communi-
ties across the U.S. are drying out
after unusually heavy rains
swamped highways, flooded base-
ments and were blamed for at least
four deaths.

Long Island residents were urged
to remain off the road Wednesday as
a round-the-clock recovery contin-
ued after a record 13.26 inches of
rain fell between midnight and 9:30
a.m.

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder issued
a disaster declaration for the Detroit
area after rain sent mud cascading
down embankments, closing stretch-
es of freeways all of Tuesday and
part of Wednesday.

Officials at a Nebraska hospital
said Wednesday its public cafeteria
could stay shuttered for months
after it was inundated by floodwater
over the weekend.

The latest round of wild weather
hit the northeast Tuesday night and
lingered through Wednesday. A
slow-moving system, powered by
tropical moisture and clouds soaring
far higher than in usual summer
storms, lashed communities from
Maryland to New England.

The hardest hit areas, Long
Island’s Suffolk County and the
towns of Islip and Brookhaven there,
declared states of emergency after
what County Executive Steve Bellone

called an “unprecedented” deluge.
“It’s not just how much rain fell,

it’s how fast it fell,” Accuweather
senior meteorologist Jack Boston
said, calling the storm a once every
50 years event. “We’re talking about
billions and billions of gallons of
water and it all has to go some-
where.”

Parts of the heavily traveled Mon-
tauk Highway on Long Island’s
South Shore were undermined and
buckled. Service on a branch of the
Long Island Rail Road was suspend-
ed as crews repaired track beds
washed out by the storm.

The storm formed Tuesday south

of Baltimore, according to
Accuweather’s Boston, and hit that
city with its highest rainfall total in
81 years. Roads were flooded, forc-
ing several water rescues, and a
sinkhole formed on an Anne Arun-
del County street.

From there it swept across New
Jersey — following a track similar to
a typical winter storm — and
dumped nearly 9 inches of rain in
Millville, where a woman suffered
broken ribs and a punctured lung
when the walls of her basement col-
lapsed due to flooding.

Rain fell at a rate of up to 2 inch-
es per hour in Rhode Island, stalling

cars and sweeping manhole covers
away.

Volunteer firefighters on Long
Island used trucks that stand high
off the ground and that normally are
used for brush fires to rescue strand-
ed drivers.

Officials said a man died when a
tractor-trailer hit his slow-moving
SUV at the height of the storm on
the Long Island Expressway.

On the Southern State Parkway in
North Babylon, firefighters encoun-
tered about 50 vehicles either stuck
in the rising waters or pulled off to
an elevated apron on the side of the
highway.

“We had occupants climbing out
of windows because they couldn’t
open their doors,” said Lt. Timothy
Harrington, the first firefighter on
the scene. “Some of the water was
over the vehicles’ roofs. I’ve never
seen anything like this before.”

The storm’s effects still were
being felt Thursday morning in
Maine. More than 7,000 customers
were without power around day-
break.

In Portland, where the National
Weather Service said more than 6
inches of rain fell, police urged
motorists to stay off the streets
because drivers were getting stuck
in high water. And in the City of
South Portland, police handled more
than 60 flooding-related calls and
had to rescue several people from
stranded vehicles.

Communities across U.S. recover after floods

A car is abandoned on a flooded Reddington St. following heavy rains
and flash flooding in Bayshore.

A chef/nutritionist gave youngsters insight on healthy eating (above),
but exercise was at the core of the weight-losing program.


